
Safety Plan for Burnham Week 2026: Competitors 

1. Skippers Pre-Event Preparation 

a. Boat Inspection: Ensure all participating boats undergo a comprehensive inspection, 
including the hull, rigging, sails, and onboard safety equipment, to comply with safety 
standards and regulations. b. Crew Certification: Verify that all crew members have the 
necessary experience relevant to their roles on the boat. 

2. Briefing and Training 

a. Safety Briefing: Conduct a mandatory safety briefing for all crew, covering event rules, 
safety guidelines, and emergency procedures. b. Training Sessions: Provide optional training 
sessions on safety protocols, boat handling in adverse conditions, and emergency response 
techniques. 

3. Safety Equipment 

a. Mandatory Equipment: Ensure all boats are equipped with essential safety gear, 
including: 

 Life jackets/PFDs for each crew member 
 VHF radio 
 First aid kit 
 Flares and signalling devices 
 See 2026 NoR and Si’s for full details. 

4. Weather Monitoring 

a. Continuous Monitoring: continuously monitor weather conditions before and during the 
event. A VHF radio will be used to communicate weather, warnings, and any changes to the 
race schedule. 

5. Course Information 

a. Course Details: Detailed information about each class is available on the Burnham Week 
website . https://www.burnhamweek.com/courses 

6. Communication and Emergency Procedures 

a. Reliable Communication: Establish a robust communication network among competitors 
and ensure you have functioning VHF radios.  

 

 

 

 



Emergency Procedures:    
BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND ONLY 
Call the Burnham Week Safety Officer on VHF ch 72. If there is no response, use the 
following. 
 
You can call the emergency services by dialling 999  
If you are afloat, call the Thames Coastguard on VHF Channel 16. 
If using a phone, you will be asked which service you require. If you need assistance getting 
the casualty back to shore, your call must be to the Coastguard, who will coordinate the RNLI 
and Ambulance Services. 
Ensure that your phone has sufficient battery and that you know the number. You will be 
transferred to the Ambulance Dispatch Centre / Coastguard. They will request information on 
the vessel and casualty and the location, including the Location of the emergency—either 
latitude and longitude from your GPS or a distance and bearing from a prominent landmark 
or buoy. 
Proposed rendezvous with Ambulance Service, e.g. RCYC Pontoon. 
Type of injury/illness - consciousness, bleeding and other Symptoms. 
Do not hang up until instructed to do so. The call handler may provide advice about how you 
can help the patient                                                                                                                                                        

7. Risk Mitigation 

a. Safe Navigation: Always maintain safe distances from other boats, particularly in 
congested areas.  

b. Crew Readiness: Ensure all crew members are briefed on their roles and responsibilities, 
especially in emergencies. 

8. Medical Support 

a. On-Site Medical Services:   

Conclusion 

Prioritising safety is crucial for Burnham Week 2026. By following this safety plan and 
committing to responsible behaviour, we can ensure a secure and enjoyable event for all 
competitors. 

 


